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Alaska State Home Building Association
Resolution

WHEREAS the State of Alaska currently does not have a statewide
building code or energy efficiency standard for residential construction;

WHEREAS the state housing crash in the late 1980’s and resulting
volume of foreclosures required several years and hundreds of millions
of dollars to retrofit homes to minimum standards due to a lack of
quality building standards and practices at that time;

WHEREAS as a result of that experience, building standards were
added to state statute in the early 1990’s as a requirement for residential
construction financed by the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation
(AHFC);

WHEREAS the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation has
established the 2018 International Residential Code (IRC) and the

Building Energy Efficiency Standard;

WHEREAS there are five primary building and life safety codes
under the jurisdiction of two separate state agencies;

WHEREAS the present system of fractured authority between state
agencies has inadvertently fostered conflicts in the manner in which the
codes are administered by the State;

WHEREAS local municipal governments currently establish
building codes within their own local boundaries;




WHEREAS this created a situation whereby some municipalities
have adopted different building life safety codes;

WHEREAS builders and building product manufacturers have
difficulty dealing with variations in building code requirements;

WHEREAS the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission has
issued a report in the aftermath of the November 30, 2018 earthquake
(magnituide 7.1) that recommends the State of Alaska expanding code
adoption and enforcement;

WHEREAS minimum residential building and energy efficiency
standards have proven to produce savings to homeowners and occupants
of the building while improving the quality and safety of Alaska’s
housing stock;

WHEREAS the adoption, implementation, and enforcement of
building codes reduces insurance costs for homeowners and
communities;

WHEREAS the National Association of Home Builders continues
to aggressively pursue the development of the International Residential
Code as a user-friendly, stand-alone residential building code that
includes housing affordability as a major determinant in its
development;

WHEREAS the National Association of Home Builders and the
Alaska State Home Building Association support the development of
reasonable, practical and cost-effective standards to provide for the
health and safety of the occupants of homes;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State
Home Building Association (ASHBA) supports a statewide residential
building code based on the International Residential Code for one and
two family dwellings.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ASHBA supports the adoption
through legislation of a state residential building code that:

1. Calls for the creation of state-wide codes based on a coordinated
set of national model building codes

2. Allows state-wide amendments to the model codes to account for
jurisdictional differences or to enhance housing affordability by
providing cost-effective requirements to provide for the health and
safety of the occupants of the home

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ASHBA supports the passage of
House Bill 76, an Act establishing a statewide residential building code
by the 31° Alaska State Legislature.

D
Victor f}anaszak, President
Alaska State Home Building Association




